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Curfe on bis Virtues! They have undone bis Country. 
Such popular Humanity is Treafon. Cato. 





pular Affe@ion, when juftly obtained, 
(that is, by truly promoting the In- 
tereft of the People) is the higheft Ho- 
nour, which a Mortal can enjoy, and 
® one of the fureft Marks of publick Fe- 
licity 5 for when a Man poffeffes the ge- 
neral Love of any Community, it is natural to infer 
that the Community efteem him their general Bene- 
fa€tor ; and certainly no Refpeét, Honours or Re- 
ward, which the People can beftow, are too great 
to teltify their Gratitude to Him, who approves 
himfelf worthy df that Charaéter. 

Popularity therefore, in this Senfe, on this Foun- 
dation, and under thefe Reftri€tions, is due to every 
true Patriot (a Character, indeed, fomewhat f{carce ! } 
and is a good prefumptive Proof of the Happinefs of 
that Nation, under which it is obtained. But this 
defirable Blefling is fo often acquired by falfe Means, 
beftowed on worthlefs Objects, and apply’d to bad 
Ends, that an honeft Briton cannot be too cautious 
on whom he confers it, nor how he is influenced by it, 
when conferr’d by others. The vulgar Multitude 
judge honeftly of publick Affairs, as far as they come 
within their Knowledge ; and, having no Hopes of 
fharing in the Adminiftration themfelves, defire only 
to live quietly and eafily, in the free Enjoyment of 
what they daily earn; incumbered with as few Taxes 
and Drawbacks, as the ~~ Neceflities of the “— 
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lick will admit. For this Reafon they always re- 
fpect, and, in a manner, venerate Thofe, who feem 
to confult their Intereft, and endeavour to preferve 
them in the fecure Poffeffion of their Rights and Pri- 
vileges. But they are fo liable to be impofed on by falfe 
Shews, and artful Pretences, that we are not always 
to lookawpon their Favour as the Badge of real Patrio- 
tifm, and a truly publick Spirit ; for, on the contrary, 
we fhall find that it is too often acquired by finifter 
Methods, in order to carry on fome crafty and per- 
nicious Defign. The wifeft and beft conftituted Go- 
vernments of old (efpecially the famous Republicks 
of Greece and Rome) were {o fenfible of This, that it 
was made criminal for any of their Members to affeét 
uncommon Popularity, and conciliate too much the 
Minds of their Fellow-fubjeéts. Accordingly we find, 
in their Hiftories, feveral Inftances of the moft emi- 
nent Patriots, who were banifhed, and otherwife treat- 
ed as Enemies to their Country, only for rendring 
themfelves too much beloved by general Largefies and 
Bonations, or other extraordinary Aéts of publick Be- 
neficence ; for which Severitics thofe Nations have 
been often reproached, by fucceeding Ages, with In- 
juftice, Barbarity, and Ingratitude ; but if we examine 
their Conduét, in this Particular, with Candour and 
Impartiality, 1 believe we fhall find that they acted a 
very prudent and commendable Part. They feemed 
to judge very rightly of human Nature. They 
knew the Temptations of Power, and how Popularity 
is apt to turn the wifeft Heads, and corrupt the pureft 
Hearts ; for which Reafon, they thought it impoli- 
tick to let the moft deferving of their Fellow-fubjeéts 
poffefs a Power, which he might turn againft them, 
or truft their Libertigs to the private Virtue and In- 
tegrity of any Man whatfoever. 

Indeed, the Hiftories of al] Nations, as well as of 
theirs, abound with fo many Inftances, in which the 
Favour of the People has been moit fraiteroufly abu- 
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fed and perverted to wicked Purpofes, that, to a fe- 
rious and thoughtful Mind, their Condué ftands in 
need of no Juftification ; for whenever we read of 
any great profefled Patriot, who falls under fignal 
Difgrace or Punifhment, om Account of his popular 
Intereft and Eiteem, though acquired by the juiteit 
Methods, we ought not to interpret it as proceeding 
from any ill Will to Virtue or publick Good ; but as 
the Effect of political Precaution, and of the Jealoufy 
of a wife People for their ancient Rights and Li- 
berties. 

But there is another fort of Popularity, which is in+ 
finitely more dangerous than what I have been {peak- 
ing of, and has been more ftudied, in thefe latter 
Ages, by ambitious and defigning Men. I mean Po- 
pularity among the chief Perfims of any Nations 
which becomes ftill more dangerous and vile, when 
it is cultivated by wenal and corrupt Methods. ‘This 
is indeed the moft comprehenfive Method of becom- 
ing popular, as it faves abundance of Trouble im ca~ 
joling the Affections of the Vulgar, and ftooping toa 
thoufand little pleafing Arts, to which fome modern 
great Spirits do not care to fubmit. 

A Man, who fets up for a diffufive and univerfal 
Love of the People, muft put himfelf under feveral 
uneafy Reftraints in his Behaviour, and guide every 
Aétion of his Life with the utmoft Caution, Tender- 
nefs, and Circumfpection. He muft be courteous, 
affable and generous ; muft fubmit to the wayward 
Tempers of a fickle Multitude, and adapt himielf to 
every Character. He muft be a// Things to all Men, 
and humour them in all their various Appetites, dif- 
ferent Views, and fantaftical Opinions. He muft 
humble himfelf to the Pride of the lofty ; confule 
the Intereft of the avaritious ; and conform to the 
Intemperance of the Libertine. He muft drink ox 
pray, whore or cant, be a Saint or a Sinner, juft as 
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his Company fhall pleafe to prefcribe, or fet him an 
Example. 

Whereas a Man, who is Mafter of the other com- 
pendious Method, and has it in his Power to put it 
in Praétice, will find no Occafion to ftudy the Incli- 
nations of the People, nor even fo much as pretend 
to a Zeal for their Intereft. He knows a much fhorter 
Way to compafs his Defigns, by bringing over a 
whole Borouzh, a City, or a County at once into his 
Intereft ; and obtaining, by thefe Means, the general 
Affent of the Nation to his own ambitious Defigns, 
He becomes, in this Senfe, very popu/ar, at the fame 
‘Time that he is univerfally ediovs, and retains the 
Vox Populi on his Side, in fpight of their Teeth. 

Nor is it at all difficult to accomplifh fuch a De- 
fign, in a vicious and depraved Age, when Profufe- 
nefs, Extravagance, and a general Spirit of Liberti- 
nifm grow predominant in any Nation ; efpecially 
among Perfons of a fuperiour Rank, who are intrufted 
with the Rights and Liberties of the People; for 
when once Luxury has fix’d a deep Root in their 
Minds, it will foon get the better of their noble Fa- 
culties. It will emafculate, foften and melt down all 
thofe ftubborn Virtues, which are the natural Effeéts 
of Temperance and Frugality ; the Confequence of 
which is, that a Man thus debauched and effeminated 
will, in order to fupport himfelf in the fame vicious 
Manner, fall into any Meafures, which are diétated 
to him with a Proipeét of Advantage, and facrifice 
the moft valuable Rights of his Country for a fafhio- 
nable Town-houfe, a fplendid Equipage and an ele- 
gant Table. 

But as it is very eafy for any Man in Power to 
acquire this fort of popular Affefion ; fo it is hardly 
poffible to withftand its Influence, or difappoint its 
Defigns. 

There are fome Hopes that a Man, who arrives at 
Popularity, by Courteoufnels, Affability, and Pt 
nificen 
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nificent Spirit, may really be in earneft, and exert 
thefe amiable Virtues from a natural good Difpofiti- 
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, on, and without any private View ; for it is poflible, 
m- at leaft, even in this Age, that a difinterefted Zeal for 
it the publick Good may be the prevailing Paflion in 
li- fome Breafts ; and that there may ftill exiit a few par- 
nd ticular Men, in whom the innate Love of their Coun- | 
er try remains uncorrupted with any fordid and merce- , 
a nary Confiderations. There may be others, who, i 
is though they have not the fame noble and fincere Af- | 
j 


al fection for the Publick, yet are fond of Popularity, for 
s. the fake of Pofwlarity, and find their Ambition fuffi- 


e ciently gratify’d by the Shouts and Acclamations of a 

e numerous Multitude. Nay, even fuppofing that a 
Man endeavours to infinuate himfelf into the popa/ar H 

- Favour, with a bad Defign ; yet, if he does not at- 


- tempt it by corrupting the Leaders and Guardians of 
- the People, the Danger to the Publick is not very 
y great; for it is impoilible for the craftieft Brain to 
1 impofe very long on the Majority of a Nation. He 
. 
} 





may, for fome Time, reign in Efteem, and trapan 
the Affe€lions of his Countrymen by plaufible Preten- 
ces, artful Declarations, and a feeming Concern for 
| their Service ; but when his latent Defigns appear, 
(as at length they muft) the People will withdraw 
7 their Affections ; his general Pepa/arity will be turn’d 
into a general Odivm ; and he will feel the Refent- 
ments and Indignation of Thofe, whofe Favour he 
has abufed. 

But the Cafe is quite otherwife with Thofe, who 
make themfelves popular by vena/ and corrupt Me- 
thods. Money, the Root of all Evil, is alfo the 
ftrongeft Cement in the World. It binds together 
Perfons of the moft oppofite Complexions, and is a 
more lafting Tie than Honour, Friendfhip, Relation, 
Confanguinity or Unity of Affeétions. When any 
Perfon therefore takes an annual or other Salary for 
giving hjs Opinion that d/ack is whites it is in vain 
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for us to endeavour to convince him of the contrary. 
Perfuafion to fuch a Man is of no effect, and Reafon- 
ing is thrown away upon him. The ftrongeft Argu. 
ments leave no Impreffion on his Mind, and the clear. 
eft Truth has no Charms in his Eyes. He is inlifted 
in the Service of his Patron, and muft always fight 
on that Side, let the Caufe be what it will, from 
which he receives his Pay. It is ridiculous to talk of 
Right to a Man, who is pre-engaged, and hired to 
judge wrong; or to argue about Juftice, Confcience, 
and Equity with one, who has tafted the Sweets of 
acting upon different Principles. 

It is a Labour more difficult than any, which Her- 
cules overcame, to prove that there is any inherent 
Malignity in a good Place ; or that any Aétions can be 
unjuit, or any Arguments invalid, which are fupport- 
ed and inforced with the Rhetorick of a thou/and Pounds 
a Year. 

Ambitious and ill-defigning Men, in former Ages, 
Were not ignorant of This. They knew how precari- 
ous, as well as troublefome, that fort of Popularity is, 
which fubfifts only upon the Foundation of worthy 
Actions ; and how permanent That, which is eftablith- 
ed upon Self-intereft, Bribery and Subornation. 

Tacitus informs us, that Augu/tus paved his Way to 
Dominion by thefe Methods ; for having laid afide the 
Title of Trizmvir, and taking upon himfelf only the 
Character of Con/ful, under a f{pecious Pretence that 
he had nothing at Heart but the good of the People 
(whofe Favour he at firft cultivated by feveral generous 
Adtions,) He grew infolent by Degrees, and at length 
engrofed the whole Power of the Empire into his 
own Hands—In/furgere paulatim ; munia fenatus, ma- 
giftratuum, legum in fe trabere, nullo adverfante s cum 
Serociljimi per acies aut profcriptione cecidiffent 3 caeteri 
nobilium, guanto quis fervitio promptior, opibus & 
honoribus exto//erentur 3 ac novis ex rebus aufi, tuta 
& praleastia, quam vetera & periculofa mallent. Ne- 
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me provincia illum rerum ftatum abnuebant, fufpecte 
fonatiis, populique imperio ob certamina potentium & a- 
varitiam magiftratuum ; invalido legum auxilio, que 
vi, ambitu, poftremo Pecunia turbabantur. 

We had, not many Years ago, an Inftance amongft 
ourfelves of a great Man, who fupported himfelf in 
Power, for feveral Years together, by the fame Me- 
thods ; the moft fhining Part of whofe Character con- 
fited in an eafy, infinuating Addrefs, and his skilful 
Management of popular Affemblies. He was particu- 
larly famous for a certain happy Talent at finding out 
the weak Sides of Mankind, and his Dexterity in ap 
plying a Bribes for having been ufed to take Money 
himfelf, in a corrupt Manner, before he was in Power, 
he knew by Experience the molt genteel and agrevable 
Method of offering it to others. But Hiftory in- 
forms us that, notwithftanding the Affiftance of im- 
menfe Sums of Money, which procured him great Ve- 
neration in a certain Place, whilft living ; yet his 
Death occafioned a general Joy, even among fome of 
his moft abandoned Creatures (who, at length, grew 
weary of his Yoke) and the Memory of his Name and 
A@ions hath been ever fince held in univerfal Abhor- 
rence, A. 
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